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Transformation of Chinese Government Functions from the Approach
of Policy Typology——An Empirical Study on Higher Education Policy

Wei Shu

[ Abstract ] Formulating and implementing public policy is the basic mode of modern government operation. Any important

changes of government functions are always shown by the adjustment of the policy. With the help of the policy

typology theory, all the policy texts issued by the central government in the field of higher education from 1978
to 2014 are analyzed, applying the method of the content analysis. It is found that although some transforma-
tions have happened to the central government functions in the field of the higher education, they are limited.

On the one hand, the government still acts as a Producer of the Public Service to a great degree. The range of

the government managing includes many School — Based Affairs. On the other hand, the government is still used
to employing the compulsory policy tools, especially in the field of the School — Based Affairs. Thirdly, CPC

enhances its role in the field of higher education policy.
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