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The Consumption of Counterfeit Products and the Politics of Consumption
JIAQ Ruo-shui
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Most of the current social theories concern issues in the production area and seldom address issues such as
the inequality in consumer society and the struggle against it. Based on the production and consumption of counterfeit
products in the process of China’s transfer to the consumer society and with reference to the structural background
of the global consumer society and the logic of the politics of consumption and the class struggle in political life, this
paper discusses about the ideology and practice of the grass-root consumers in fighting for the cultural leadership and
resisting tabloidization; it reexamines neo-Marxist theory on how material inequality evolves into symbolic inequality;
it contends that fighting against symbolic hegemony should be the core of the consumption of counterfeit products,
and new social inequality should be understood from the perspective of the politics of consumption; it also suggests
that the grass-root consumers’ consumption of counterfeit products is both the deification and deglamorization of
symbols.

Keywords: consumer society; consumption inequality; the consumption of counterfeit product; anti-symbolic hege-

mony; consumption politics; life politics
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