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The Late Period of Qing Dynasty: the Lose of National
Self— Confidence and the Last of Pragmatic Reason

——the 1st Paper about M odernization of the Chinese Ethos

HUANG Ling—un
(The Editoral Board of Journal of Social Science, HUST, W uhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The basic element of Chinese ethos is Pragmatic Reason. In the late Qing Dynasty,
with the lose of wars against foreign troops, Chinese intellectuals realized there was some defects with
Chinese traditional culture, lost the former self-confidence for China, and began to sprout the idea of
changing their ethos. But because of the influence of Pragmatic Reason, traditional Confucius was
connected with autocratic monarchy intensely, it is impossible to strengthen tradition, and because of
Pragmatic Reason too, Chinese ethos can not be changed from secular morality into religious morali—
ty, the last choice is only changing in this shore, it means they could not break through the chronic
illness of Pragmatic Reason.
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