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The Evolution and Reform of the Politics of Xinfang

Xiao Tangbiao

( Nanjing University Nanjing)

Abstract: Over the course of over 30 years especially the last decade xinfang ( public complaint via letters
and visits) which was once the practice of the secretariat receiving letters and visits from the public has e—
volved into the politics of xinfang which plays a very important role in the political life of our country. The or—
ganization personnel function and role of xinfang has changed fundamentally and even acquired the safeguard
of local legislation. By contrast the legal protection of the rights of complainants and ordinary citizens has not
been improved commensurably. This paradox originates from the authoritarian nature of the regime and it also
coincides with the spirit of the traditional system in China. The politics of xinfang seriously violates the spirit of
democracy rule of law and science in modern state building. Therefore to reform the system of xinfang we
should return to the roots of its macro — system; promote the reform of the macro — system itself with an orienta—
tion toward democracy rule of law and science; and clarify the role and functional position of xinfang in the
macro — system and structure.
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