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Mass Movements and Rural Governance:

An explanatory Framework on the Grass—roots Politics in China, 1945-1976

LI Lifeng

Abstract: Successive mass movements spread like wild fire across China’s urban and rural areas af—
ter the founding of the People’s Republic, setting the tone for the nation’s domestic politics until late
1970s. The mass movements of the CCP were characterized in mobilized political participation of the rural
populace, direct intervention of the party —state in rural society, and ubiquitous class division and class
struggle. Taking advantage of mass movements, the party—state was capable of mobilizing the masses and
realizing rural governance more effectively and more quickly, which, however, was difficult to be rou—
tinized or institutionalized. Conflicts naturally arose between the dynamics of social transformation and the
normality of social operation since mass movements weakened the functions of the routine administration
and increased the costs of governance.

Keywords: Mass Movements, Rural Governance, Chinese Revolution, Mobilized Participation, Cam—

paign—Style of Governance
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