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The Survival Logic of Task— Oriented Organization: The Case of Family Planning Commission
Zhang Fengyang

[ Abstract] The Family Planning Commission ( FPC) is a task— oriented organization originally set up to perform
the function of population control in contemporary China. However, as the task is meeting its epi-
logue, FPC once tried to continue its existence by conducting transformational exploration towards “big
population” service management, which was subsequently stopped because of the reorganization plan
passed by the 12" National People’ s Congress. Still, there are further questions that can be ap-
proached both on the theoretical and practical level; Why the transformation from management of
“family planning” to service management of “population” failed Could further proposals be conceived
on the basis of society building perspective in order to advance the state governance system and realize
its modernization Deepening the thinking on these questions can help us see the fate of FPC more
clearly as well as shed lights on the understanding of the path of reformation task— oriented organiza-
tion has to take in contemporary China.
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