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Political Trust in Transitional China .

Measurement Approaches and Overall Perspectives

Meng Tianguang

(Department of Political Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100089)

Abstract : Along with rapid political and social change , political trust has become an

important concept in analyzing Chinese politics. This paper used the survey data from

1990 to 2009 to show the overall picture of the evolution of political trust in transitional

China. The overall political trust in transitional China is relative high. The public trust

in the central government, NPC and other symbolic governments are higher than the

public trust in local governments, civil servants and other executive government. China

ranks very high on the public trust in symbolic government, but ranks slightly lower on

the public trust in executive government. The level of public trust in various institutions

undergoes complex dynamics during the transition period, but the overall trend is

declining. The decline of political trust is caused by the changing social structure, such

as the dynamics of political generations, education and income stratification. To be

concluding, there exist four structural characteristics of political trust in transitional

China: the public trust in central political institutions are higher than the public trust in

local political institutions; the citizens trust political institutions more than political

elites;

there are different public trust

patterns between law institutions and

administrative institutions; regime trust, institutional trust and the trust in politicians

are highly correlated. It is indispensable for us to understand these characteristics to

foster political trust in transitional China.

Key words : political trust; the symbolic government; the executive government; regime

trust; institutional trust
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