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[Abstract] This article deals with an under-studied issue in
the current literature of corruption: the political culture of zero
tolerance for corruption. The authors argue that whether people
tolerate corruption or not has a decisive impact on anticorruption
effectiveness. In a society where there is little tolerance for cor-
ruption, people are less motivated to engage in corruption due to
its high legal risk and considerable moral cost. On the contrary,
if the general social atmosphere is more tolerant of corruption, it
may give corrupt officials a feeling of security, thereby enhan-
cing their audacity and propensity to commit corrupt acts. A cul-
ture of low tolerance for corruption contributes greatly to Hong
Kong’s success in curbing corruption, in addition to its powerful
and independent anticorruption agency, the ICAC. Drawing on
original survey data collected in 2010—2011, this article ex-
amines the levels of tolerance of corruption among university
students in Hong Kong. Evidence confirms the existence of low
tolerance for corruption. It also reveals a more significant impact
of informal institutions than formal ones on corruption tolerance
levels. As the very first study of zero tolerance of corruption,
this research adds considerable depth to our understanding of why
Hong Kong has become one of the most corruption-free societies
in the world and of the importance of civic engagement in deter-
ring actual and potential corruption.

[Key Words] corruption, zero tolerance, values, insti-

tutions
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